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INEC, AU/INTER-NATIONAL-IDEA SIGN MoU ON ELECTORAL RISK TOOL
To ensure a drastic reduction in the risk associated with the conduct of elections in Nigeria, the Independent National Electoral Commission and AU/International-IDEA last week signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the implementation of a joint project on the deployment of an Electoral Risk Management (ERM) Tool in the country.

The AU/International-IDEA ERM Tool is designed to assist countries conducting elections in identifying, ahead of time, possible triggers for election related violence at different stages of the electoral cycle and immediately provide appropriate measures to avert such risks.

Speaking at the signing ceremony held at the Conference Hall of the Commission’s Headquarters, INEC Chairman, Prof. Attahiru Jega commended the AU/International-IDEA for their commitment and support in ensuring the deployment of the Tool to mitigate risks associated with elections in Nigeria.

The  Chairman   noted   that   the
deployment of the ERM Tool would help tremendously in preventing risks and violence that could occur during and after elections, adding, “we have no doubt that deploying this ERM Tool will help us ensure that elections are not only free, fair and credible but also peaceful.”

Prof. Jega explained that though the Commission did not start the deployment of ERM Tool early enough as was done in Kenya, he expressed the assurance that with the continuous engagement and encouragement from AU/International-IDEA, the Commission would achieve its goals.

 The Chairman thanked the Ambassador.  of the Kingdom of the Netherlands , John C. M. Groffen for his commitment in the project and assured that necessary data would be generated by the Commission for a successful deployment of the ERM Tool in Nigeria.

Earlier, Ambassador Groffen said that his presence at the signing ceremony underscored the importance Netherlands attached to Nigeria’s electoral system especially in the areas of logistics and election violence.

He explained that the project was aimed specifically at empowering Nigeria and other African countries to prevent/mitigate              election
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violence before it occurred, adding “Netherlands is truly excited to assist Nigeria in this regard.”

In his remarks, the Director, Public Affairs of the AU, Dr. Khabele Matlosa said that the AU was interested in the project because the Union had recognized risks associated with election and decided to come together to address the huge cause of electoral violence in the African Continent.

He observed that Nigeria was a very significant member of the AU emphasizing that the problem of election in Nigeria “will definitely affect the entire African continent,” hence the involvement of AU in the ERM project.

Dr. Khabele Matlosa pledged the support of AU to improve the conduct of the 2015 elections. He urged all partners in the project to be committed in the implementation of the ERM, expressing the hope that proper implementation would help a great deal in mitigating electoral risks in Nigeria.

The MoU was signed on behalf of the INEC by the Secretary to the Commission, Mrs. Augusta C. Ogakwu and witnessed by the Chairman of the Commission, Prof. Jega and some National Commissioners, AU and Interna-tional-IDEA representatives.

