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EKITI GOVERNORSHIP ELECTION GOOD OMEN FOR SUBSEQUENT ONES, BY PROF JEGA

The Ekiti governorship election conducted last Saturday and adjudged as the best carried out by the Commission so far, is a good omen for subsequent elections to come and which would satisfy the aspiration of Nigerians for a consolidated democracy.

The INEC Chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega, stated this yesterday at the Commission’s Second Quarterly meeting with Political Parties.

Professor Jega said each stakeholder in the process put in its best in the Ekiti governorship election and “our collective best turned out to be good enough in Ekiti. That is how it should be, and it a very good lesson for our future elections.”

He vowed that the Commission would not rest on its oars but continue to do its best with its stakeholders to sustain and keep on improving on its recent electoral feat.

The INEC Chairman, said the Osun state governor-ship election scheduled for Saturday, 9th August 2014 should, on all counts, be better and the 2015 General Elections, be the best of all.

In his remarks, the Chairman of the Inter-party Advisory Council (IPAC), Dr Yunusa Tanko, congratulated the Commission for “the wonderful work” it did in Ekiti last Saturday.

Dr. Tanko said the political parties recognized the role a credible Voters’ Register played in delivering free and fair elections and they (political parties) were prepared to share with the Commission the challenges it faced in putting one in place. He said that the political parties were also ready to work with the Commission to publicise its activities.

Dr. Tanko argued that as the 2015 general elections approached, there was need to make the interface between the parties and the Commission a monthly one rather than a quarterly meeting. He dis-closed that IPAC had articulated a 13-point agenda to agree with this request.

The IPAC Chairman also said the political parties wanted to be integrated into the second and third phases of the distribution of Permanent Voter Cards (PVCs) and the Continous Voter Registration (CVR) exercise so that no voter would be disenfranchised.

He announced that IPAC would soon interface with the National Assembly and that it intended to canvass issues that would lead to the survival of the political parties as well as consolidation of democracy in Nigeria.

Excerpts from Professor Jega’s remarks:

This meeting is coming at an auspicious time, in the wake of the recently concluded governorship election in Ekiti State. I must, therefore, use this opportunity to congratulate and commend all stakeholders whose positive involvement in the process has resulted in the successful conduct of the election, such that it is adjudged to be the best election INEC has, thus far, conducted. From INEC staff, to the young men and women of the NYSC and other tertiary institutions, to security agencies, political parties, civil society organizations, the candidates and a host of other stakeholders, everyone put in their best, and our collective best turned out to be good enough in Ekiti. That is how it should be, and it is a very good lesson for our future elections.

The successful conduct of free, fair and peaceful election in Ekiti is a good omen for the subsequent elections to come and, indeed, for the satisfaction of the aspiration of Nigerians for a consolidated democracy. We must therefore not rest on our oars; but continue to do our best collectively, to sustain and keep on improving on this achievement. The coming election in Osun state, God willing, should on all counts be better, and the 2015 general elections must be the best! It is a challenge for all of us to join hands and continue to work together to ensure this necessary outcome.

Now, as to the business of the day, we wish to use the opportunity of today’s meeting to brief you about the progress made and the challenges faced in our programme for the distribution of the PVC and the conduct of the CVR, in Phase 1, and our preparations for Phase 2. Other important issues to be discussed include: Approved Guidelines for Political Party Registration/De-Registration; Draft Guidelines for Campaigns; Scheduling of Party Primaries.

Let me end by once again, urging all political parties to commit themselves to abiding by all the provisions of the Political Parties Code of Conduct, and reassuring you of our commitment and determination to work closely with you in the task of sanitizing and reforming the Nigerian electoral process.

INEC TO CONDUCT BRIDGE TRAINING FOR INEC PRESS CORPS

In its determined effort to build the capacity of journalists who cover the Commission’s activities, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), in collaboration with the UNDP Democratic Governance for Development (DGD), is to conduct a BRIDGE Training on Media And Elections for the INEC PRESS CORPS.

The week-long Training is to take place at the Asaa Pyramid Hotel, Kaduna, from 30th June-July 4th 2014.
