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FAYOSE DEFEATS FAYEMI, OTHERS, EMERGES EKITI GOVERNOR-ELECT

In a governorship election noted for its calmness and transparency, Mr. Ayodele Peter Fayose of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), last Saturday, defeated the incumbent Ekiti state governor, Dr. John Olukayode Fayemi.

Mr. Fayose scored 203,090 votes representing 56.34% of the total votes cast. Dr. Fayemi scored 120,433 votes, representing 33.41% of the total votes cast.

Dr. Fayemi has since congratulated Mr. Fayose. He has also pledged to work with him to develop Ekiti state.

A few days before the election, the INEC Chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega, had told stakeholders in a meeting at Ado-Ekiti that the Commission was prepared to make the Ekiti Governorship election the best thus far. He said that the only thing the Commission needed was the support of the people of Ekiti state. Said he: “We are looking forward to the best election. We however need the support of all stakeholders to ensure success.”

Also, at the same meeting, the Resident Electoral Commissioner for Ekiti state, Alhaji Hussain Halilu Pai, had expressed confidence that the Commission was going to pull off an outstanding election. He hinged his confidence on the elaborate preparation made by the Commission to conduct the election.

Alhaji Pai who spoke thirty minutes after the election result was returned live on the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) yesterday, expressed delight at the outcome of the election. Said he: “I feel happy and elated that we had a peaceful election and we provided a level playing field to all contestants.”

He attributed the success of the election to the many lessons learnt from previous ones which were factored into the Ekiti governorship election and the fact that the Commission carried all critical stakeholders along.

A total number of 733,766 eligible voters were registered in the state. A total number of 369,257 were accredited to vote in the election. The total number of votes cast was 360,455 while the total number of valid votes was 350,366. A total number of 10,089 votes were rejected. The percentage turn out for the election was 50.32%.

