INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

DAILY 
BULLETIN
 VOLUME:     1         N0.:      652                                        DATE:  22 / 07 / 2014

2015 ELECTIONS: BUILDING CAPACITY OF STAFF IS PRIORITY FOR INEC – PROF. JEGA

As the Independent National Electoral Commission prepares in earnest to conduct the 2015 general elections and deliver elections that are superior in terms of integrity and transparency, Prof. Attahiru Jega, the INEC Chairman, has identified capacity building for staff as a key ingredient to achieving this.

The INEC Chairman made this known while declaring open a four-day workshop for Public Affairs Officers (PAOs), holding at The Electoral Institute tagged “ The Role of INEC Press Officers: Enhancing Good Governance Through Media and Grassroots Outreach.”

At the workshop, which is facilitated by the United States Diplomatic Missions to Nigeria, the INEC Chairman said “the Commission has put in place measures to  improve on the capacity of its staff. Efforts at building the capacity of staff is informed by the fact that well trained staff are most likely to exude confidence and to perform their tasks competently”. 

Prof. Jega observed that such trainings and workshops would empower staff to drive the Commission’s goal of sustained voter education to a largely illiterate population, especially those in rural areas, which require different strategies and platforms rather than the elitist and highbrow ones we were used to. 

While appreciating the U.S Ambassador to Nigeria, James Entwistle, and the US Embassy for its immense contribution towards ensuring a stable democratic process in Nigeria, the INEC Chairman went further to pour encomiums on the Embassy’s choice of Mr. Derwin Johnson, a veteran international broadcaster, as facilitator of the workshop. He implored participants to take advantage of “this wonderful workshop to drink from the rare fountain of knowledge which Mr. Johnson offers”. 

In his remarks, the US Ambassador to Nigeria, Mr. James Entwistle, reiterated the commitment of the United States to successful elections in Nigeria.  He identified sound technical administration, political will from all stakeholders and ability to build confidence in the electoral process as important elements of achieving a stable democratic environment.  

Mr. Entwistle called on all stakeholders in the electoral process to carry the message of “violent-free elections”, stressing that genuine change in the democratic process was absolutely possible. 

INEC PRESS CORPS THANKS INEC, DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS, CANVASSES RESTORATION OF ELECTION OBSERVATION

The INEC PRESS CORPS, the team of accredited correspondents that reports the activities of the Commission, has thanked the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) as well as  Development Partners for organizing a BRIDGE Training for its members in Kaduna.

The INEC PRESS CORPS, in its resolutions passed at the end of the BRIDGE Training, canvassed for the restoration of the observation of elections by its members and the establishment of a functional Media Centre by the Commission ahead of the 2015 General Elections. A text of the resolution reads:

The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), in collaboration with the UNDP-Democratic Governance for Development (DGD), organized a BRIDGE (Building Resources In Democracy, Governance And Elections) Training on Media And Elections for the INEC Press Corps at the Asaa Pyramid Hotel, Kaduna, from 30th June to 4th July 2014.

The participants found the training to be professionally rewarding and   enriching. The Training assisted members of the Press Corps to appreciate the need to work closely with INEC in order to effectively report its activities and to perform their statutory functions.

The participants expressed their appreciation to the Development Partners namely: the Governments of Korea, Canada, the United States and the European Union for making the training possible.

Whereas the Election Management Body (EMB) – that is the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) – expressed the desire for its activities to be accurately, fairly, objectively and professionally reported, and relying on electoral information supplied by it - the INEC Press Corps marshaled its expectations of the Commission as follows:

· that members of the Media, and especially the INEC Press Corps, should have unfettered access to information concerning the electoral process;
· that they should be continually educated about reforms in the electoral process;

· that the EMB should be independent and credible by being transparent, fair and impartial to all stakeholders;

· that the Commission should secure journalists on Election Duty;

· that the EMB should continue to give support and access to genuine journalist(s) covering its activities so as to enhance their professional duties;

· that the Commission should intensify and sustain voter education and enlightenment, and as a corollary to this, it should devise effective strategies to enlighten Nigerians, especially rural folks, about the electoral process;

· that the Commission should put in place a functional Media Centre;

· that the Commission should restore the tour and observation of elections by members of the INEC Press Corps as was done in the past.

