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INEC EDO STATE INAUGURATES SICVEP

In readiness for the forth-coming Electoral activities and the 2015 General Elections, the Edo State INEC office has constituted a body known as the State Inter-Agency Committee on Voter Education and Publicity (SICVEP).

The membership of the Committee has the Resident Electoral Commissioner (REC), Mr Barito Kpagih as Chairman. Other members are: representatives of State Ministry of Information, Education, Women Affairs; the State Broadcasting Service (TV & Radio); the National Orientation Agency (NOA); and the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC).

The Committee has as its mandate the collation and coordination of all activities relating to Voter Education, in a manner that will be most effective at the grass root level taking into cognizance the needs of the various localities. It is also to identify various groups and channels through which Voter Education can be achieved most effectively.

The Resident Electoral Commissioner, Mr Barito Kpagih who inaugurated SICVEP, Edo State chapter, on Wednesday, 14th May, 2014 called on members present to suggest the best ways to discharge their mandate.  
He advised members to study materials made available to them so that they would be in a better position to make their inputs.
The Committee adjourned to resume sitting today.
INEC ADAMAWA TRAINS STAFF AHEAD OF 2015 ELECTIONS
Ahead of the 2015 General Elections, Adamawa State office of the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), has for the past two years been engaging in staff development through training and retraining of staff. Earlier, the Management Staff and the Electoral Officers from the 21 Local Government Areas (LGAs) were trained on basic computer knowledge (Word Processing, Excel and Social Media) by the American University of Nigeria (AUN). This training was followed by the distribution of Laptops and Modems for easy access to the internet. Later the Assistant Electoral Officers Cluster of RACs and Registration Officers were equally trained on the same basic computer knowledge by the AUN.

Now it is the turn of the AEO Administration and some staff from the state  office  to  receive their training on basic writing skills. The training was undertaken by the Industrial Training Fund (ITF) in Adamawa State. It was a three-day intensive training on basic writing skills-specifically, report writing from 13th-15th May 2014. 

During the opening ceremony, which took place on Tuesday May 13th 2014 at the Conference Hall of the Commission, the Resident Electoral Commissioner, Barr Kassim G. Gaidam, urged all participants to take the training with all seriousness. According to him, report writing is very crucial to every staff of the Commission, especially the administrators, as their work requires a lot of communication especially through writing. Represented by the HOD, General Administration and Procurement (GAP), Mallam Ibrahim Mamman Fika, The REC further said that he will continue to develop the capacity of all categories of staff within the meagre resources of the state office so as to enhance performance during the 2015 General Elections.

On his part, the Director ITF, Yola Mal Jibrin Bukar, thanked the Commission for choosing ITF. He promised that they will do their best to increase the knowledge of staff in this regard.

Thirty (30) participants were coached on effective report writing and minutes taking.
COMMISSION ROLLS OUT NATIONWIDE CVR SETS UP COMMITTEE ON VOTER EDUCATION

By CHINWE OGBUKA

Two of the major activities of the Commission preparatory to 2015 General Elections will commence on Friday May 23, 2014 in the country. That day, the Commission will start the nationwide distribution of Permanent Voters’ Cards (PVC) followed by the Continuous voter Registration (CVR). The exercise is expected to be carried out in three phases to cover all the States of the Federation.
Under phase one, the Commission will distribute the PVCs between May 23 and 25 in 10 states namely, Taraba, Gombe, Zamfara, Kebbi, Benue, Kogi, Abia, Enugu, Akwa Ibom and Bayelsa. The exercise will take place at the polling units where registration was done during the 2011 nationwide registration of voters from 8am to 4pm daily. From May 28 to June 1, 2014, Continuous Voter Registration will take place at designated CVR centre in each Registration Area (Ward) of every Local Government Area.
For phase two comprising 12 States, the PVC distribution is scheduled to hold from July 18 to 20 at the respective polling units where registration took place in 2011, while the CVR takes place from 23 July to 27 at the designated CVR centre in each Regis-tration Area (Ward) of every Local Government Area. The States are Yobe, Bauchi, Jigawa, Sokoto, Federal Capital Territory, Kwara, Anambra, Ebonyi, Ondo, Oyo, Delta and Cross River.
The third and final phase of the exercise will come up between August 22 and 24 for distribution of PVCs and 28 to 31 for CVR. The States where the PVCs distribution and conduct of CVR will be carried out this period are Adamawa, Borno, Kaduna, Katsina, Kano, Plateau, Nasarawa, Niger, Imo, Lagos, Ogun, Edo and Rivers.  
Already enlightenment programmes to create awareness of the exercise have begun in the States where the distribution of PVCs and CVR will take place in phase one. The Commission has maintained that only those with Permanent Voters’ Cards “will be allowed to vote during the 2015 General Elections,” hence the Commission is providing opportunity for those who did not register in 2011 or those who just turned 18 years of age to get registered. Equally, those with incomplete details are also required to take advantage of the Continuous Voter Registration to get their  data  captured by the Commission.
To ensure maximum benefit of the exercise to the electorate, the Commission, in line with its statutory mandate as specified in Sections 2 and 154 of the Electoral Act 2010 (As Amended) empowers it to conduct Voter and Civic Education as well as promote know-ledge of sound democratic practices, has planned to embark on massive education of Nigerian citizens on electoral process.
Specifically, Voter Education is design-ned to educate and enlighten the citizenry not only about the specifics and mechanisms of the electoral process, but aimed at empowering them on their rights and responsibilities in the electoral process. Therefore, as the Commission prepares for the 2015 general elections, there is need to boost voter education nationwide and ensure participation of enlightened citizenry. 
With the realization that INEC alone cannot effectively carry out voter education, the Commission set up a Committee on Voter Education. The Committee, known as National Inter-Agency Advisory Committee on Voter Education and Publicity (NICVEP) was inaugurated last week by the Chairman of the Commission, Prof. Attahiru Jega. The membership of the Committee at the National level is drawn from INEC, relevant Government Agencies and Professional Bodies.
The organizations and Agencies that are represented in the Advisory Committee include National Orientation Agency, Federal Ministry of Information, Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development, Federal Ministry of Communication, Federal Ministry of Education, National Broadcasting Com-mission and Nigerian Communications Commission. Others are Nigerian Television Authority, Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria, News Agency of Nigeria, Nigerian Guild of Editors, Nigerian Labour Congress, Nigerian Union of Journalists and Federal Ministry of Youths Development.
The Advisory Committee, headed by a National Commissioner and Acting Chairman, Information and Publicity Committee in INEC, Dr. Chris O. Iyimoga is to review the existing framework and advice the Commission on areas of improvement, proffer advice on effective strategies for public enlightenment  and voter education, identify various organizations and agencies capable of understanding voter education activities and recommend appropriate support for them and undertake period review of voter education activities in the country among others.   
Speaking at the inauguration of the Advisory Committee, INEC Chairman, Prof. Attahiru Jega said that the Advisory body provides a platform for proper co-ordination and synergy to achieve the common goal of mobilizing and enlightening Nigerian citizens on the electoral process in a streamlined and more efficient manner.
According to Prof. Jega, the Commission “realizes that there is a correlation between an enlightened, well informed electorate and the success of any election, hence its focus with renewed vigour on voter education. We in INEC however, acknowledge that this task of enlightening and educating the citizens on the processes is not one that can be effectively undertaken singlehandedly by only one or two agencies”, the Chairman added.
 In a welcome address, the Chairman of the Committee, Dr. Iyimoga noted that the inauguration of NICVEP marked the success story of voter education in Nigeria and therefore the Committee cannot afford to fail the nation in this important assignment.
The Advisory Committee, no doubt is coming at a right when the Commission is determined to address one of the major problems affecting the conduct of elections in Nigeria which is voter apathy. It is obvious that voter apathy and resultant low participation in elections can be attributed to the low level of awareness on electoral matters by citizens. However, with the Advisory Committee in place coupled with the quality of its members, it is expected that Nigerian electorate will be well mobilized for full participation not just in 2015 General Elections but in electoral process in Nigeria.
The Commission is already enjoying the benefit of robust engagements with different stakeholders in electoral process such as the Civil Society Organisations (CSOs), the Media, the Inter-Agency Consultative Committee on Election Security (ICCES) and expressed the hope that NICVEP will help the Commission to fulfill its statutory mandate as it concerns voter and civic education.

