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INEC TO CREATE ADDITIONAL 30,000 PUs AHEAD OF 2015

To decongest existing Polling Units (PUs), the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) is to create additional thirty thousand (30,000) units across the country. Put together with the existing 120,000, they will bring the total number of PUs in the country to 150,000.

This was disclosed yesterday by the INEC Chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega, at a town hall meeting at the National Press Centre, Radio House, Abuja.

Professor Jega explained to the recorded meeting entitled: “Talk Your Own, Make Naija Better”, which would subsequently be aired on over one hundred radio stations across the country, that the Commission intended that each PU would have a maximum of 500 voters as opposed to a situation where in some instances, some PUs now have more than 3,000 voters.

While admitting that the additional PUs had implications in terms of additional cost, more personnel, more cubicles and additional ballot boxes, he explained that the creation of additional PUs will eliminate congestion and take care of additional settlements in the event of crises and demolitions as witnessed  in   the  Federal   Capital Territory (FCT) and some Nigerian cities. The INEC Chairman disclosed that states under the state of emergency were put in the third phase of the distribution of Permanent Voter Cards (PVCs) and the Continuous Voter Registration (CVR) exercise (scheduled for August this year) in the hope that normalcy would have been restored in those states by then.

He said that the Commission had planned to conduct Continuous Voter Registration (CVR) and the 2015 General Elections in all states of the federation, including those under state of emergency. He further disclosed that the Commission was working in collaboration with the security agencies which were making efforts to restore peace and to create the opportunity for the two major exercises (Continous Voter Registration and General Elections) to take place in states under emergency.

Responding to a question on the fate of internally displaced persons occasioned by violence or natural disasters, the INEC Chairman explained: “The laws are clear.  If you have registered and for any reason you have moved, you don’t need to register again.  All you need to do is transfer your status . . .  Use the opportunity of transfer to apply to the Electoral Officer (E.O.) where   you   are   resident . . .  You will be issued a duplicate card but if it is a TVC (Temporary Voter Card) and if it is a TVC, you will be issued with a PVC (Permanent Voter (Card).”

Professor Jega added that in the event of a loss of card due to a flood, fire or some other incident, the voter could apply for a replacement.  He cautioned against registering anew in such circumstances as that would amount to multiple registration which is an offence.

On INEC’s autonomy as an Election Management Body (EMB), the INEC Chairman said the Commission was “relatively independent and better, but we can keep on improving.”  He explained that an EMB’s independence could be adjudged by its funding and the manner its members (Commissioners) were appointed, adding that once monies were appropriated to the Commission, they were promptly released to it through the First Line Charge of the Consolidated Revenue Fund.  Also, he said, while the Executive nominated members of the Commission, it was the duty of the Senate to ratify them after thorough screening and questioning.  “What is remarkable is that no National Commissioner or Resident Electoral Commissioner can belong to a political party,” he further substantiated.
