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INEC CALLS ON CSOs TO BE NON-PARTISAN
The Chairman, Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), Professor Attahiru Jega, has challenged Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) to carry out their responsibilities devoid of partial affiliations and partisan-ship.

Professor Jega who delivered the keynote address at a one day interactive forum for INEC and CSOs, sponsored by UNDP – Democratic Governance for Development (DGD) Project held at Rockview (Royale) Hotel, Abuja, said: “While many citizens expect INEC to do its job with impartiality, with professionalism, we will also expect CSOs to be impartial, to be non partisan in the way which they engage in the electoral process”.

He observed that there is a “creeping tendency” among CSOs accredited for election monitoring to play to the gallery and give in to the biddings of politicians. He noted that this unhealthy position of some of the CSOs gave room to the emergence of biased reports. “We have seen how some politicians have used some CSOs in their role as Election Observers and indeed now we are seeing how some politicians are using reports of CSOs as exhibits in order to push their cases in court”.

“Under normal circumstances if CSOs do their job professionally, with impartiality and non partisan-ship there is no problem if their reports are used in court   in order to prove if elections were done  right  or 
wrong” he said.

Professor Jega assured that the Commission was still investigating such organizations and will not accredit them for future elections.

The INEC Chairman appreciated the role Civil Society Organizations play in their engagement of citizens in the electoral process, providing reports and criticisms which have helped the Commission in its responsibility. He said: “We have no doubt that the role of CSOs in deepening democracy in our country and to ensure free fair and credible elections”. 

NATIONWIDE DISTRI-BUTION OF PVC BEGINS SOON – JEGA

Chairman of Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), Professor Attahiru Jega, has disclosed that nationwide distribu-tion of Permanent Voter Cards (PVC) would soon begin.

Professor Jega made this known while addressing a joint interactive meeting of INEC and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) at the Rock-view Hotel, Abuja.

He said that the PVC would be used for the 2015 general election to check electoral fraud.

Speaking of the time frame, Jega said that the exercise would take place between “May and September 2014 across the nation” to enable every registered voter collect his/her PVC.

In addition, he said that the Continuous Voters Registration (CVR) would also take place to give room for those who turned 18 years to register and vote.
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During the CVR exercise, those who have lost their Temporary Voter Cards (TVC) and cannot be located on the data base would also have the opportunity to have their biometrics captured and cards issued subse-quently.

Regarding the on going restructuring in the Commission, he explained that the screening of Electoral Officers (EOs) across the country would soon be concluded and the “Commission will know those that would stay as EOs and those who will be replaced.”

The INEC boss said the Commis-sion had resolved to ensure credi-bility and prompt service delivery through internal restructuring of its personnel and policies.

He noted that the Civil Society Desk of the Commission had through the restructuring exercise been upgraded as a Division so as to add value to the job of INEC.

“Placing round pegs in round holes”, he said formed part of the restruc-turing as the members of staff had been placed according to their professions and expertise so that the 2015 election would be successful.

According to him, “no stone would be left unturned in order that 2015 election is better than that of 2011”.

He explained that both internal and external reviews of the conduct of the 2011 general election was done with a view to highlighting its strengths and weaknesses.

Consequently, he added that the Commission had learnt a lot of lessons from the mistakes of the past and was poised to make the 2015 election better than the 2011 general election.

